DISTRICT V BOARD MEETING
Sunday September 4, 2011
MINUTES
ATTENDANCE
Officers Present:

Mary Paulone Carns (President), John Toy (Vice
President), Brian Ellis (Treasurer)
Jan Assini , Sharon Fairchild , Lou Joseph, Marc
Sylvester, Jim Zimmerman

Executive Board
Members Present:
Board Members
Absent:

John Tscholl

Unit Representatives
Present:

Jim Sullivan, Carolyn Sullivan (107); Lynn Rafferty
(111); Christine Urbanek, Margaret Clamp (116); Chuck
Ladiha, Hope Ellis, Barbara Bacon, Mary Lou Harmon
(125); Shirley Irish (127); Asim Ulke, Barbara Bergman,
Jane Marshall, Bill Holt (142); Sally Mallett (148); Bud
Kury (185); Terry Kessler (213); Barbara Grzegorzewski
(226); George Cross (229)

Units Not
Represented:

129, 177

Guests:

Gary Mallett (148); Jim Kirkstead (185); Jill Otte (213);
Steve Grzegorzewski (226); Jane Crowley (229); Alex
Bealles (229, Tournament Coordinator)
WELCOME

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 PM. President Mary Paulone Carns
welcomed everyone to the District V board meeting, and all attendees introduced
themselves.
MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING
The minutes, previously emailed to the members, were approved.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS/CORRESPONDENCE
President Carns began the meeting by thanking all members for their help during
her presidency. She announced that the Executive Board has appointed a
committee to review the finances and expenses of the District, said committee to
be chaired by Jim Zimmerman. In the direction of eliminating non-performing

expenses, the Executive Board has strongly recommended eliminating the print
version of the 5th Column which is costing in excess of $ 6000.00 per year. The
online version will continue to be available.
President Carns also noted the following: Due to the limited number of potential
recipients for the Howard Lebow Award, in conjunction with the wishes of
Howard’s sister Marilyn to remove herself from the administration the fund,
District 5 will assume the responsibility of administering the fund in conjunction
with the Education Committee of the ACBL. More information will be
disseminated as it becomes available. She advised the Full Board that any
suggestions concerning the disposition of the funds would be welcomed.
STANDING COMMITTEES
Treasurer’s Report— Brian Ellis presented the Treasurer’s report. (copy
attached). Highlights included:
• Current net worth has decreased a few thousand since May 2011. Our net
worth has decreased approximately $ 16,000.00 for fiscal 2011 (August 1
through July 31)
• GNT in Buffalo lost approximately $ 6300.00
• Cleveland May 2011 showed a profit of $ 900.00 and this is expected to
increase when the final rebates are received from the hotel
Brian advised that the annual loss for the District should begin to reverse in 2012
with the inauguration of the raised entry fees.
There was some general discussion on District expenses at the Regional
tournaments, and some questions regarding what type of investments are legal
for the District to hold. These were answered by Brian, President Carns and Jim
Zimmerman.
National Board Items—Sharon Fairchild distributed her District Newsletter,
(copy attached) apologizing for the delay but explained the hold-up was due to
the appointment of the new ACBL CEO, a marketing professional who the ACBL
hopes will be well suited for the job. His name is Robert Hartman.
Sharon also asked all members for suggestions for appointments to the Goodwill
and Charity Committees.
Fifth Column—President Carns reported for Sharon Robertson that there are no
problems. She again noted the Executive Board’s recommendation to dispense
with the print version of the magazine.
SPECIAL COMMITTEES
REGIONAL TOURNAMENT REPORTS
Pittsburgh “Roni” Labor Day Regional – (in progress) President Carns
advised that the tournament was running smoothly, but the attendance has been

down significantly. Mary Lou Harmon noted that the change of date for the
Dayton tournament may have had a negative impact on our attendance.
President Carns also advised that she was reviewing the starting times for the
afternoon and evening sessions, including changing the pair games starting
times to 10:00 AM and 3:30 or 4:00 PM, if approved by the Executive Board. She
was also considering the possibility of adding a Gold Rush Pairs game (gold
point game for players with 750 MP and less.) There are many things to consider
before making such changes.
Buffalo Spooktacular Regional – John Toy announced the availability of flyers
for the Buffalo Regional. He noted that this year all boards would be preduplicated for pairs games as an experiment, and asked for feedback from all
attendees.
Cleveland Rock and Roll Regional – Jan Assini reported that the January
2012 Regional is on track.
Cleveland All American Regional – Sharon Fairchild reported that she was
working on the schedule, including the addition of a Gold Rush Pairs game(s).
NAOP and GNT
Barbara Bacon reported that the NAOP are scheduled for October 22-23.
There is a special room rate available provided early reservations are made. She
asked that all members once again remind players of the qualifying games being
held at clubs District wide, and to emphasize that the winning pairs in each flight
receive a subsidy from the ACBL towards their expenses at the NABC finals in
Memphis.
The GNT will be held in Erie at the Erie Bridge Club site, to be held over
two different weekends. May 5-6 2012 for Flights A and C; May 19-20 2012 for
Championship Flight and Flight B. The Erie Unit is preparing a list of available
hotels and restaurants in the area, which will be posted on the website.
There was some discussion on the large losses generated by the GNT
event and subsidies. The consensus was that maintaining the event and
subsidies was in accordance with the majority of district members’ wishes. It was
noted that moving the event to Erie was going to decrease the expenses
somewhat. Jim Zimmerman noted that his committee will be reviewing the
structure of the event.
STaC
President Carns noted that the STaC’s are operating smoothly and profitably.

Website
Bill Holt noted that starting with the current tournament, recaps and hand records
are available and can be done for all District regional tournaments if so desired.
He asked once again that all Units forward tournament flyers to the webmaster
as soon as they are approved so they can be posted in a timely fashion.
Membership
Marc Sylvester reported that our current District membership is 3748 members,
up approximately 3 1/3% from last year, with the largest increase coming from
the Pittsburgh Unit.
Education and Marketing
Jan Assini reported that the Cleveland inner-city teaching program continues to
thrive, commended Pittsburgh and Meadville on their programs, and advised
there are funds available for those interested in running a teaching program
within the District.
OLD BUSINESS
Possibility of NABC in Buffalo – Sharon Fairchild reported that further
meetings have been held with the Buffalo Convention Bureau and the ACBL
NABC advisory committee. The submitted proposal will not be voted on until
November. There are certain problems with multiple sites and logistics, but
Sharon feels that if the hotel rooms and rates can be made significantly more
attractive than as proposed, the committee may be willing to overlook the
perceived shortcomings.
Resolving Sectional Date Conflict – Sharon Fairchild reported that her
committee (consisting of S Fairchild, D Petrov and A Bealles) had assembled a
questionnaire which they have distributed to the Unit Tournament Coordinators
asking for perceived conflicts and choice of locations as expressed by members
when more than one tournament is available at the same time. She had not
received responses from certain Units, and asked that attending representatives
from those Units do what they can to ensure the responses are submitted.
Possible purchase of Duplicating Machine – President Carns noted that the
plans for pre-duplicated board at the current tournament did not come to fruition
due to many reasons, mainly excess cost. As noted above, the Executive Board
has approved the pre-duplicated hands experiment at the upcoming Buffalo
Regional tournament.

NEW BUSINESS
Elections – President Carns opened the floor to nominations for the position of
President of District 5. Chris Urbanek (116) nominated John Toy. As there were
no other nominations, John Toy was elected by acclimation and assumed control
of the meeting. He thanked Mary on behalf of all the District members, and noted
that she has agreed to assume the responsibilities of District Secretary.
President Toy opened the floor for nominations for Vice President of District 5.
Lou Joseph and Marc Sylvester were both nominated – Marc chose to decline
the nomination. In the absence of further nominations, Lou Joseph was elected
by acclimation.
President Toy opened the floor for nominations for Treasurer of District 5. Hope
Ellis (125) nominated Brian Ellis. As there were no other nominations, Brian Ellis
was elected by acclimation.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no additional business, at 6:30 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

